FRIENDS OF
OLD DURHAM
GARDENS

NEWSLETTER
ISSUE 4, Spring 2012
Dear Friend,
We hope some news about Old Durham Gardens
(ODG) will cheer you while you are waiting for
spring flowers and the warmer weather.
In this newsletter we are thinking about the
history of ODG and looking for your memories
of it in years past. We give a report of our recent
activities but Martin Roberts also looks further
back—to the prince bishops no less! We are
looking to make ODG part of Durham’s future
and it is well to look at its long past in the local
community. See the article and appeal for your
memories on pg 3.
The more recent ODG past includes the uses to
which the fruit crops have been put. See recipes
and news about Old Durham preserves on pg 4.

Lee have also become trustees and have given us
the benefit of their considerable energies and
skills.

Recent Events
In 2011, the Friends of Old Durham Gardens
hosted some very successful open days
throughout August and September. Thursdays
and also the 3rd Sunday of July through October,
the Gardens were open to visitors and gardeners
alike. On most days, we had good weather and
are hoping for as much in 2012. There was a fair
bit of fruit picking and we started work on a new
flower bed within the walled garden.
The Gardens were also open during the annual
Heritage Open Days. The Civic Trust provided
the stewards, co-ordinated by June Wright. As
always, they did an excellent job of bringing
visitors through the Gardens and telling them its
history.
We have also been planting new fruit trees.
Sadly, some of the heritage trees originally
planted in the early 90s have not survived. We
were able to acquire the same heritage varieties
from Brogdales and a few of the trees have been
planted. More are also on the way!

For the future, we have many new activities
planned for 2012: Garden tours, Open Days,
concerts and many more! See our diary on pg 6.
We will keep updating so keep checking back.

Friends Steering Group updates
The Friends have said a sad goodbye to our
Chair—Gordon Hull. As the first Chair of the
Friends, his efforts were essential in building the
group and geting us off to a good start. Gordon
retired from the trustee role in January of this
year and we wish him all the best with his future
projects. Hopefully we will still see him at
various events.
We may have said goodbye to some friends, but
we have also made some new ones. Martin
Roberts has become a new trustee and we are
developing a close relationship with Fiona
Green. Both Martin and Fiona have a long
association with Old Durham Gardens and their
expertise is much appreciated. Chris and Angela

Paul Beard preparing the ground for an apple tree.

We hope that Councillor Southwell will join us
to plant one of the new arrivals.
We would like to say thanks to volunteers from
Durham University who have started helping
regularly in the Gardens.
King’s Church
volunteers have also started helping out and,
weather permitting, intend to volunteer regularly.
We have many open days for all volunteers so
please join us.

In context: Old Durham Gardens and
Durham Castle
Here, and in future newsletters, Martin Roberts
discusses how different aspects of Old Durham
Gardens relate to other parks and gardens in the
locality.
It is generally the rule in studying the history of
Durham City that if you want to know who did
anything first, architecturally and artistically
speaking, you look no further than the Bishop of
Durham. Or at least history and experience tells
you it’s a good place to start. After all it was our
Norman Bishops who gave us the twin glories of
the Castle and Cathedral. And it was their
successors who enlarged and enriched those
buildings (assisted in no small way in the
Cathedral by the Prior too). Even the postmedieval Bishops maintained their great power
and wealth. They had influence in the Royal
Court. They travelled extensively at home and
abroad. They saw great buildings and gardens,
came home, and built themselves.
So it is refreshing to find that in the matter of
historic gardens, the late seventeenth century
Bishops of Durham found themselves not only
influenced by visits to the gardens of the Royal
Court and fellow Bishops, but by an impressive
new garden on their doorstep. When Bishop
John Cosin finished his building restoration
works at Durham Castle around 1664, and saw
the grounds around them, a militarily redundant
building site, in creating new gardens there he
would have been very aware of John Heath IV’s
great terraced gardens, just a mile away, at Old
Durham.

Bishop’s Walk and its belvedere in context. This early eighteenth century view of
Durham, perfectly illustrates the garden’s setting. Reproduced with the kind
permission of the Master of University College, Durham University.

Cosin first built a new fountain (1664), then
turned William the Conqueror’s castle motte into
a three-terraced garden (1665-6) with extensive
panoramas over the city, planting it with roses
and ‘groziers’ (gooseberries). Next he widened
the entrance Barbican (1665), and maintained the
existing orchard in one part of the old moat,
while filling in another part and planting it as a
vegetable garden (1666-7).

(Top) A reconstruction of the belvedere tower overlooking the Bishop’s Walk in
Durham Castle. (Bottom) The plan of the Bishop’s Walk and belvedere set within
the buildings on the west side of Palace Green, between Castle and Cathedral.
© Martin Roberts

Finally Cosin, or his successor Nathaniel
Crewe, established a new terraced garden, the
first outside the great medieval castle wall,
called the Bishop’s Walk. It is still there today,
right above the Broken Walls path leading from
Silver Street to Palace Green. There the Bishop
established a long narrow gravel walk, up
against the Castle wall, which was softened
with espaliered planting – probably more fruit
and roses. Its position was a new one, outside
the fortress, so a new prospect opened up.
Above the middle of his garden he built a high
tower, reached by steep steps, from which he

could enjoy not only the formal planting of his
garden walk, but also his new panorama, up and
down the treeless river banks, and beyond to
distant horizons.
Does all this remind you of anywhere? Terraces
overlooking steep slopes? Looking down on the
river? New panoramas? A high observation
tower? The Bishops of Durham were widely
travelled but, much closer to home, the
spectacular gardens at Old Durham would have
been an abiding influence on a wealthy man,
keen to build, landscape and plant.
For a full account of Bishop Cosin’s works in
Durham Castle, see the Northumbria Gardens
Trust Journal Vol 5 (2010-11). In future articles
Martin will consider the changing course of the
River Wear below the gardens, John Heath’s
earlier garden at Kepier Hospital and other
Durham gardens that ‘use’ the Cathedral as an
eyecatcher in the landscape. It is hoped there
will be a short programme of Friends guided
visits to other Durham gardens during the
summer.

Friends seek views of the past
Colin Jubb asks for your memories of Old
Durham Gardens.
The history of Old Durham Gardens spans some
350 years but it is for the period between the two
world wars when they were a popular
recreational destination for residents of Durham
that the Friends of Old Durham Gardens are
seeking information. There are some written and
photographic records from this period but most
importantly they must still be in the living
memory of many people. Hopefully they, or
perhaps people who they know, may have
information or photographs which they may be
prepared to share or lend to enable the Friends to
build up their archive.
Old Durham Gardens, including the Pineapple
Inn, along with the adjacent Pelaw Woods were
part of the Londonderry Estates. In 1918 Lord
Londonderry sold parts of the wood to Victor
Mazzini Walton (an artist and ice-cream maker
from Scarborough) together with the Pineapple
Inn and Old Durham Gardens for £1625.

Mr Mazzini developed parts of the garden as a
pleasure ground and an advert from 1921
describes it as having, tennis courts, putting
green, running track and tea garden. It also
refers to it having a fully licensed free house
which indicates that the Pineapple Inn was still
functioning at that date. Sometime during the
1920’s it lost its license, some say due to its
unfavourable reputation but the reason may have
been less exciting. The dwindling number of
customers may have resulted in its license being
transferred to more accessible premises in the
city centre. Whatever the reason, soft drinks
continued to be served and weekend dances in
the gardens became a popular feature of Durham
life between the wars. The dances took place on
an open-air dance floor surrounded by tables
separated by biplane wings. Its exact location is
unknown except that it may have been in what is
now the garden to Pear Tree Cottage. We have
not come across any photographs of people
dancing which is surprising considering its
popularity. However, they may well be tucked
away in an old shoe box somewhere. The
photograph on the advert was taken from an
upper window in the Pineapple Inn looking south
across the tea garden. In the foreground are three
magnificent statues but a similar photograph
taken ten or so year’s later shows the statues
removed. Where did they go and where are they
now? The photograph also shows a number of
timber buildings with corrugated iron roofs
arranged around something that could be a
bandstand. Another photograph shows one of
the buildings being used as a tearoom but what
were all the other buildings used for?
Dorothy Madrell, who is a Friend of the Gardens,
and her brother David Tate had grandparents
who ran the tea
rooms in the 1930s.
They have kindly
provided us with
copies
of
the
photographs of the
Pineapple Inn and
its gardens from that
period.
After World War 2
the Old Durham
dances died out and
in 1949 Mr Walton
sold the whole

Courtesy of Dorothy Madrell

property to Adam and Margaret Black for £4000.
In 1964 they sold it for the same sum to St Hild’s
College. The Pineapple Inn became a private
house called Pineapple House and the original
front entrance was blocked up.
The area
occupied by the tea gardens became the private
gardens for Pineapple House and Pear Tree
Cottage. In 1985 Old Durham Gardens were
purchased by the former Durham City Council to
enable a restoration project to be implemented.
The Friends of Old Durham Gardens is a
voluntary group formed in 2010 whose aim is to
continue the historical restoration of the Gardens
and to ensure that they are accessible to the
residents of Durham so that once again they
become a popular recreational destination.

damsons – each with tales of their favourite
recipes. Some of these are shown below. If you
have a favourite damson recipe, please let us
know as we hope to put together a small book of
Old Durham Gardens recipes.
Damson Gin (or Vodka)
There are many variations on making damson
gin, although the following is a basic guide.
Replacing the gin with vodka gives a smoother
pure flavour of the damsons, although the
intensity of the gin with damson is preferred by
others.
1lb (approx.) washed damsons
6oz – 12 oz sugar, depending on how sweet you
want it to be
1 litre bottle of gin
(A large glass demi john will be fine for three
times the above amounts)
1. Prick the washed damsons a few times with a
clean pin or sharp knife
2. Place damsons in a clean glass demi john,
followed by the sugar and the gin
3. Seal the top of the demi john with a cork or
screw top.
4. Shake the mixture well each day for a week,
then weekly for about 3 months.
5. Strain and bottle.
Tip: The strained damsons are delicious (and a
bit alcoholic!) in a crumble, pie or placed on a
lined shallow baking tray and covered with
melted chocolate, then left to set in the fridge.

Public advert from unknown source, c.1921, courtesy of Tony Ewin

Old Durham Gardens Damsons – a bumper
crop in 2011
Angela Lee reports on the Old Durham Gardens
crop of Shropshire Prune Damsons and some of
her favourite recipes for them.
In September 2011, damson trees in the Old
Durham Gardens orchard were dripping with
beautiful deep blue, bloomed fruit. Many visitors
to the gardens took the opportunity to gather the

Damson Puree
Simply cook the washed damsons whole, with a
little water and sugar to taste, adding more water
if needed. The damsons will break down in
cooking so be careful to add more water only if
needed – you are looking for a thick consistency.
When you have a pulpy consistency, allow to
cool for 10 minutes then pass through a sieve to
remove the stones and any stalks. Taste and add
more sugar if needed. This puree is delicious on
ice cream, rice
pudding, porridge
and in the base of
trifles. It can be
frozen in small bags
for treats throughout
the year.
Damson tree with ripe fruit

Local fruits make local preserves
Kathleen Hamilton is very interested in heritage
varieties of fruit and their uses. For Durham
GreenLane Preserves, she makes preserves from
these varieties and Old Durham Gardens is a
source for her tasty produce.
Durham GreenLane Preserves were lucky
enough last year to find a bumper crop of
Damsons at Durham Old Gardens. We were too
late to get any of the greengages but the damsons
were a wonderful addition to the range. The fruit
is borne on a heritage variety of trees called
Shropshire Prune. There is still an appreciation
society for this
variety run by
e n t h u s i as t s
in
Shropshire to raise
awareness of its
excellent flavour
and
fruiting
qualities. It would
seem that Old
Durham Gardens View across the ODG orchard
and those that use
them have already got the message!
The fruit gathered was turned into damson jelly,
damson butter and damson cheese, another old
fashioned but delicious alternative to jam,
usually served with a cheese board.
Another find was an ancient variety of apple
called Leather Jack Russet. The earliest mention
I can find of this is in one of Shakespeare's plays
(Henry V, I think but scholars would be able to
correct me). It is an old, rather ugly-looking,
very thick-skinned apple that makes a
wonderfully smooth delicious puree, which is
really useful when you want to spread a thin
layer on a strudel pastry, for example.
Durham GreenLane is always on the lookout for
traditional fruits and fruit products that may have
gone out of fashion but are nevertheless worthy
of resurrection. There are many varieties of
apples and other fruit whose use may have died
out that we hope to work with Old Durham
Gardens to ensure that they are once again
appreciated.
Contact Durham GreenLane Preserves:
www.durhamgreenlane.co.uk

Historic Gardens on Foot: Summer Walking
Tour Series
See Old Durham Gardens in its context and join
us for three guided walks for Friends of Old
Durham Gardens. The walks will be led by
Martin Roberts. Each will focus on C17 and
C18 gardens that were developed around the
time of those at Old Durham.
Saturday 21 April 2012, 14:00-15:30
Sherburn Hospital
A rich garden history, with medieval origins, a
C17 terrace, an unusual mid C18 'outgarden',
with later gardens continuing right into C19 and
C20. Meet in front of the chapel at 2.00pm.

Saturday 26 May 2012, 10:30-16:00
Kepier Hospital, Old Durham Gardens,
Durham Peninsula Gardens (Joint event with
Northumbria Gardens Trust)
A day-long event, held jointly with Northumbria
Gardens Trust. Trace the green-fingered Heath
family from their origins at Kepier Hospital with
its late C16/early C17 walled garden and
classical loggia, via present day Hatfield College,
out to Old Durham, finishing in the later C17.
Castle and College gardens influenced by Old
Durham. Meet at Kepier gatehouse at 10.30am
(down Providence Row, along The Sands, and
keep left by the river until you reach Kepier).
Own lunch arrangements in the city centre.

Saturday 23 June 2012, 14:00-15:30
Ceddesfield Hall, Sedgefield
A recently discovered mid C18 garden designed
by Cathedral canon and influential landscape
designer, Joseph Spence. Subsequently altered
and part municipalised, but a fascinating site
with much good detective work. The Hall is the
former rectory in the middle of the village, now a
community centre. Meet in front of the Hall at
2.00pm.
There may be a very modest charge of about
£1.00 to cover photocopying charges
Please register your interest by contacting Martin
Roberts on martin@fleece.wanadoo.co.uk

OLD DURHAM GARDENS DIARY
Gardeners and visitors are welcome on all
open days. We particularly need gardeners
and anyone prepared to lend a hand with little
tasks. Green thumbs are not required!
MARCH
All Thursdays, 14:00-16:00: Open Days
Sunday 18, 14:00-16:00: Open Day
APRIL
All Thursdays, 14:00-16:00: Open Days
Sunday 15, 14:00-16:00: Open Day
Saturday 21, 14:00-15:30: Walking Tour
MAY
All Thursdays, 14:00-16:00: Open Days
Sunday 20, 14:00-16:00: Open Day
Saturday 26, 10:30-16:30: Walking Tour
JUNE
All Thursdays, 14:00-16:00: Open Days
Sunday 17, 14:00-16:00: Open Day
Saturday 23, 14:00-15:30: Walking Tour

Summer Music in Old Durham Gardens—We
Need You!
We hope to hold one or two music concerts at
Old Durham Gardens during July and August. Musical evenings is the activity the gardens were famed for in the 18th century, when
Hutchinson wrote 'this sweet retirement has become a place of public resort, where concerts of
music have frequently been performed...and the
company regaled with fruit, teas, etc'. Strawberries and cream are very much on the cards, to
accompany possibly jazz, classical, brass and
even Glen Miller. This is a new venture for us, a
trial of what we hope will become a regular summer event. We need your help, especially if you
have experience of music, catering and organising such events . . . we are keen, but green!
Please make contact.
Contact Friends of Old Durham Gardens:
Website: www.olddurhamgardens.co.uk
Email: friends@olddurhamgardens.co.uk

JULY
All Thursdays, 14:00-16:00: Open Days
Sunday 15, 14:00-16:00: Open Day

Get in touch at anytime. We’re always happy to
hear from you.

AUGUST
All Thursdays, 14:00-16:00: Open Days
Sunday 19, 14:00-16:00: Open Day

MEMBERSHIP

SEPTEMBER
All Thursdays, 14:00-16:00: Open Days
Thursday-Sunday, 13-16: Heritage Open Days
(To be confirmed)

This friends group is made up of people like
you who wish to support a local beauty spot.
Please become a member for the small
amount of £5/year. Fill out the application
form on the next page and help us make Old
Durham Gardens into a local beauty spot once
more.

OCTOBER
National Apple Day (To be confirmed)
Gardens of Cornwall Coach Tour
Alan Madrell Coaches of Langley Park have a tour going to the
Gardens of Cornwall that will include admission to The Lost
Gardens of Heligan and The Eden Project. The tour should be
very interesting to anyone interested in gardening in particular
any of the volunteers who work on Old Durham Gardens.
The date of the tour is 23-27 May 2012. The cost is £250 per
person and includes bed, breakfast and evening meal.
If you would like more information please telephone Dorothy
Madrell on 0191 3733145.

FRIENDS OF OLD DURHAM GARDENS
APPLICATION FORM
I/We wish to become a member of The Friends of Old Durham Gardens and I/We enclose cash / standing order mandate / a
cheque payable to The Friends of Old Durham Gardens.
Full Name & Address (capitals) Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms …………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………… postcode …………………………………………………….
Tel. No. …………………………………………Mob. No ………………………………………….
Email …………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Signed ……………………………………………. Date .............................................................
Annual membership subscription:
Ordinary ……………………………£5
Joint (couple)………………………£10
Completion of the following Standing Order Mandate will enable your bank to make the payment now for this year and on
1 January of each subsequent year. We would prefer members to pay by this method which is convenient for them and
for The Friends Group.

STANDING ORDER MANDATE
To:……………………………………………………………… (Subscriber’s own bank)
(address)………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Please pay to the Unity Trust Bank plc, Nine Brindleyplace, Birmingham, B1 2HB
(sort code 086001) now and on each 1 January of each subsequent year starting
1 January 20………. Until further notice, the sum of £………….., for the credit of
The Friends of Old Durham Gardens, A/c no. 20253921, and debit my
Account Number …………………………………………………………………………………….
Signed………………………………………………. date …………………………………….
Name (capitals) …………………………………………………………………………………..
Address (capitals) …………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………postcode …………………………………….

Send application to:
Treasurer, The Friends of Old Durham Gardens, c/o 16 Mountjoy Terrace
Durham, DH1 3BA

