
News...

Friends 
of
Old Durham  Gardens

The excessive rain during 
the summer made it diffi-
cult to keep the grass and 
weeds under control.   For-
tunately, a grant from the 
Durham County Council 

Neighbourhood Fund enabled us to purchase a petrol 
driven rotary mower.  This has meant that we have been 
able to ensure that at least the grass in the walled garden is 
mown regularly.  Consequently, the appearance of the grass 
has improved enormously. 
We were very thankful for the efforts of all our volunteers 
in keeping weed growth under control.  This is not the 
most glamorous of garden activities but essential none the 
less and the impact of all their hard work is clear to see.

AGM
The first AGM of the 

Friends Group was held on 
23rd May in a committee 
room at County Hall kindly 
provided by the County 
Council. The event was well 
attended and our Chair, Chris 
Lee was able to report an 
increase in membership and 
funds over the past year 
which has enabled the Group 
to maintain its objectives of 
restoring the gardens and 
making them more accessible 
to local people and visitors.   

Sandra Robertson, 
Team Leader in the Heritage, 
Landscape and Design sec-
tion of Durham County 
Council was elected as a 
Trustee.  Sandra has a wealth 
of experience in conservation 
and is a passionate supporter 
of Old Durham Gardens.

Regretfully, Alison 
Danforth, announced her 
intention to step down from 
the role of secretary and a 
trustee leaving a vacancy to 
be filled.  If you are interested 
in taking on this role and 
wish to find out more about 
it, then please contact Chris 
Lee at email:
olddurhamgardens@gmail.com 
or tel: 07966 504 597  
For more details visit our web-
site:  olddurhamgardens.com

The restoration work in 
the gardens was given a 
boost in the spring.  
Counc i l lors Dennis 
Southwell and Les 
Thompson both county 
councillors for Gilesgate 
each gave �2500 from 
their Durham County 
allocated neighbourhood 
budgets.  The windfall 
was celebrated by Coun-
cillor Southwell planting a 
pear tree within the 
walled garden ably 
assisted by pupils from 
Laurel Avenue Commu-
nity Primary School.
Part of the money has 
been spent on purchasing 
the mowing machine, and 
heritage fruit trees for 
planting in the commu-
nity orchard this winter.  
The remainder has been 
spent on further planting 
and a sorely needed shed 
in which to store our 
tools and the mower.

Planting lesson

Helping hands! Throughout the year we have 
benefitted enormously from  the 
work of local volunteers.  We 
would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank them all for their 
hard work and enthusiasm.
In July Chairman Chris Lee and 
fellow trustee Paul Beard were 
invited to give a presentation to 
the University Business School.
This resulted in the gardens be-
ing adopted as one of their key 
supported charities. 

Above.  Staff from Barclays 
bank in Durham  planted box 
hedging on the upper terrace.

Above
Kings Church Durham through its 
communities and missions pro-
gramme has used the gardens to 
teach basic garden skills to young 
adults.

Above
Volunteers from Durham 
University’s “Experience 
Durham” outreach  pro-
gramme removed trees grow-
ing in the walls in the lower 
garden.. 
They also helped to plant 
heritage fruit trees in the 
orchard in holes previously 
dug by volunteers from the 
Business School.  

Above
Volunteers from Northumbria 
Water took on the unenviable job of 
clearing nettles, brambles etc from 
the lower garden beds.

Thanks…
To those dedicated 

friends who turned up on 
Thursday and Sunday after-
noons, often in dreadful 
weather conditions, to 
work in the gardens.  Your 
labours are greatly appreci-
ated.
To Houghall Horticultural 
Society and Jen and Steve 
Feather who raised nearly 
�100 from the visit to Jen 
and Steve’s garden at Bent 
House Farm.
To the two walking groups 
who visited the gardens 
during the summer for 
their very generous dona-
tions.
To Scott Harker, Daniel 
Summerhill and Thomas 
Coxon, students on the 
graphic design course at  
New College Durham who 
produced our new logo.

To our neighbours Tony 
and Barbara Ewin  and Dave 
and Clare Edwards for their-
support in lending tools and 
equipment, providing space for 
storing plants and on occasion 
providing much needed refresh-
ment.

The magnificent flower arrange-
ment on display in the gazebo 
during the Heritage Open Days 
and Music in the Garden event 
was by courtesy of Barbara Ewin 
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Music
in the 

Gardens
On Sunday 9th September
In glorious late summer           

weather, almost 500
people made their way to
Old Durham Gardens for
“The Music in the 
Gardens,” the revival of        

a tradition dating 
back at least 250       
years.

The event organised by the Friends 
of Old Durham Gardens was held in the 

17th Century walled garden with its gazebo or summerhouse.

Strawberries and cream, fruit punch and home-baked 
scones were served from a traditional marquee erected specially 
for the occasion.  Our thanks to Clive Hole, a Friend of Old Dur-
ham Gardens for the loan of the wonderful marquee and Fruitful 
Durham and Green Lane Preserves who helped with the refresh-
ments.

A wide variety of music was provided by the Elvet Play-
ers, Durham Scratch Choir and Durham City Folk Group.   The 
audience were invited to join in with the singing which they did 
with great enthusiasm.  Our warmest thanks to all the players 
who gave their time free of charge.

Undoubtedly, the warm sunny weather and the fabulous 
surroundings contributed greatly to the successful revival of this 
centuries old tradition.  The support and appreciation of the 
many people who attended has encouraged the Friends Group to 
consider arranging similar events in the future.

The music event was deliberately timed to coincide with 
the Heritage Open Weekend which has for many years included 
Old Durham Gardens.  Each event benefitted from the other and 
the working relationship between the Heritage Open day volun-
teers organised by June Wright and the Friends of Old Durham 
Gardens has been greatly strengthened.

New Yew
Our Chair, Chris Lee 
planting one of the three 
new specimen conical 
yew trees in the walled 
garden.
The geometrical pattern 
of the planting in the 
walled garden is typical of 
the 17th Century.  How-
ever, the formality was 
broken by the loss of 
several yew trees.  Replac-
ing the missing  trees is 
the first stage in the resto-
ration the walled garden.

Tool storage shed pur-
chased from funds pro-
vided by our local coun-
cillors neighbourhood 
budgets. 

Garden Walks
This Spring saw the 

start of our Garden Walks 
which we hope will be a regu-
lar feature on the Friends 
events programme in the 
coming years.  They were led 
by Martin Roberts, with the 
aim of showing Friends what 
other historic gardens were 
being created in and around 
Durham in the 17th and 18th

centuries, so putting Old Dur-
ham into some sort of con-
text.  

In April we visited 
Sherburn Hospital, a very 
ancient historic landscape with 
its origins in a medieval leper 
hospital, with a later 17th cen-
tury terrace and a fascinating 
informal garden, called the 
‘Outgardens’, probably of mid 
18th century date.  

In May we joined 
Northumbria Garden Trust 
(NGT) members for a joint 
day of garden visits, first to 
Kepier Hospital another 
medieval Hospital with a for-
mal, orchard and banqueting 
house (now a consolidated 
ruin) possibly of late 16th cen-
tury date. 

In the afternoon we 
returned to Old Durham Gar-
dens, new to many NGT 
members.  Finally, in June we 
walked around Ceddesfeld 
Hall, Sedgefield, a former 
medieval rectory garden, re-
designed in the mid 18th cen-
tury by Dr Joseph Spence, a 
renowned garden designer and 
canon of Durham Cathedral

Volunteer Sessions
March to September 2013

The sessions listed opposite will 
included restoration work in 
both the open and walled gar-
dens.
If you are interested please con-
tact Chris Lee at email

olddurhamgardens@gmail.com
or Tel 07966 504 597

or simply turn up on the day.

You are welcome to come to 
any or all of the sessions for all 
or part of the time.

Thursday 2.00pm to 4.00pm

March 7, 14, 21, 28
April 4, 11,18, 25
May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
June 6, 13, 20, 27
July 4, 11, 18, 25
August1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Sept 5, 12, 19,26

Sunday 2.00pm to 4.00pm

March 17
April 21
May 19
June 16
July 21
August 18
Sept 15

Volunteers needed !
As we continue to move forward with the restoration of the 
gardens, increasing our open days and hosting more events, 
we are keen to establish a group of key volunteers who can 
help on a regular basis.  Alongside the usual work in the 
gardens which can range from light pruning to more 

physical activities, we would wel-
come help with non gardening 
tasks such as the promotion and  
hosting of events to being in the 
gazebo to meet visitors on open 
days.
If you are interested in joining this 
group and want to find out more, 
please email:
olddurhamgardens@gmail.com or 
ring our Membership Secretary, 
Angela Lee on  0191 3865188  


