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Dear Friend
Welcome to the Friends of Old Durham Gardens
Thursday 8th May 2014
newsletter. Whilst we could still be in for a few
surprises, the days are getting longer and Spring
seems to be definitely on its way.
7.00 - 8.45pm
Despite having just had the wettest winter since
records began (official) work has continued in the
Room 1A County Hall, Durham
gardens with our volunteers removing dead and
dying trees from the orchard and replacing them
with similar heritage varieties. Without our volunteers the development of the garden could not be achieved so why
not come along and see what is happening or join in with one of our volunteer sessions - exercise, fresh air and fun
all rolled into one! Whether you are a member or not you are invited to attend our Annual General Meeting in May
where you will hear what has been achieved over the last year and listen to a talk presented by one of our trustees
Martin Roberts entitled ‘Rival Delights’ the other historic gardens of Durham City.

National Trust Connection
During the summer we were delighted to welcome to the Gardens Kate
Nicholl , head walled gardener at the National Trusts Attingham Park
property in Shropshire. Kate spent several days with us working in the
gardens and sharing with us her experiences of developing the walled
garden at Attingham Park which has many similarities with that at Old
Durham Gardens. During her time with us she developed outline proposals for how fruit trees could once again be grown on the walls within
the walled garden. She also stressed the importance of developing a
continuing and committed group of volunteers if our ideas were ever to
be realised.
The fruit trees will be authentic seventeenth and early eighteenth century
varieties, all in keeping with the original garden restoration. We intend
to start with approximately 10 espalier - trained trees costing around
£100 each. Anyone wishing to donate towards the cost of these trees
will receive a certificate identifying the species and the location of their
particular donation. Certificates can be personalised to include
Christmas presents, birthdays or ‘in memory’ gifts. For further
information on making a donation for a tree please contact
Martin Roberts (martin@fleece.wanadoo.co.uk)

Open days/Volunteer Sessions
March to September 2014
Thursday 2.00pm to 4.00pm
March
April
May
June
July
August
Sept

6, 13, 20, 27
3, 10,17, 24,
1, 8, 15, 22, 29,
5, 12, 19, 26
3, 10, 17, 24, 31
7, 14, 21, 28,
4, 11, 18, 25

Sunday 2.00pm to 4.00pm
March
April
May
June
July
August
Sept

16, 23, 30
6, 13, 20, 27
4, 11, 18, 25
1, 8, 15, 22, 29
6, 13, 20, 27
3, 10, 17, 24, 31
7, 14, 21, 28

Charity Status
Trustees are seeking registered Charity Status for the
Friends Group.in order to provide access to a much wider
source of funding opportunities than are currently available. Progress is being made on developing a Management
Plan to be agreed between Durham County Council and
the Friends of Old Durham Gardens.
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MUSIC IN THE GARDENS
The culmination of the Heritage Open Days
held on 12th - 15th September 2013

This year’s weekend was again a
very ‘special’ event and all the more
amazing because of the various
factors which seem to contrive to
prevent it happening, right up until
the last minute.

But everyone both organisers
and visitors were determined not
to be beaten. Over the four
days more than 250 people came
and enjoyed themselves in the
gardens.

Planning for the event was
especially challenging with popular
riverbank footpaths that connect
the Gardens to the city remaining
closed due to collapse, a serious
police incident close by also
restricting access and movement on
a changing daily basis plus the icing
on the cake, an horrendous weather
forecast for Sunday in particular.
Due to the weather the musical
event was transferred to the
marquee enabling those
musicians and dancers who had
braved the elements to put on a
performance which was greatly
appreciated by all. Thanks to
Clive’s wonderful marquee we
all stayed dry. It may have
dripped a little but it stayed put.
All except
Peter who
stood out all
day manning
the car parking and catching passers by.

Volunteers organised by Durham Civic
Trust manned the Gazebo on all four
days providing expert knowledge and
calm, while the Trustees, family and
supporters hosting the wider event
made decisions on the hoof as events
beyond our control changed on a daily
basis. Trustees also manned the tea
and cake and plant stalls on the
Saturday until they were relieved by
‘professionals’ on the Sunday.

The Houghall group selling plants to
boost our funds whilst acting as the
unofficial reception team stayed outside in the rain – true gardeners all.
Inside the fun
attitude of the
volunteer ladies
from the Rowing Club, who
donated and
baked most of
the cakes, certainly added to
the defiant spirit.

The music and dancing was
admirably provided by the Rainton
Viols, Step this Way, Appalachian
Dancers with the Bones Creek Band.
Since some performers didn’t make it
those that did, did a double turn.
Durham Brewery provided a
selection of specialist beers whilst
Green Lane Preserves tempted
everyone with their jams and jellies
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Volunteer Groups
During 2013 we were pleased to welcome a
number of groups and organisations who had
volunteered to work in the gardens. For some
this was a new experience whilst for others it
was all very familiar and they were keen to see
how their work was establishing particularly if
they had been involved with tree planting.
We cannot describe just how valuable the
work is that the volunteers so generously provide and the impact that it has on the
appearance and the development of the
gardens.
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Durham University Business
School weeding the borders
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Durham University Business School shaping
the yews in the walled garden

2014 Events
May
Sunday 4th May
Durham Peninsula Gardens and Riverbanks 1
Garden walk led by Martin Roberts. This year will
focus on the historic landscapes on the peninsula.
(excluding college gardens seen last year). Each
walk will cover a different part of the peninsula and
will last approx. 90min.
Meet at 2.00pm at entrance to Castle on Palace
Green. If coming please contact Martin on
martin@fleece.wanadoo.co.uk

Durham University Conservation
Group removing tree stumps.

Northumbria Water removing
suckers from fruit trees

Durham Countryside Rangers
Clearing scrub growth
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Durham University Conservation Group planting fruit trees

Northumbria Water weeding
borders

June
The Blossom concert. A programme of music and
dance performed in the gardens to co-incide with the
flowering of the roses and fruit trees.
Date and time to be confirmed.

Sunday 8th June
Durham Peninsula Gardens and Riverbanks walk 2
Details as for Walk 1 but will cover a different part of
the Peninsula.

September
Sunday 14th September
Music in the Gardens. A programme of world music
and refreshments performed within the walled garden.
1.00 - 4.00pm Old Durham Gardens
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Membership
We need more members!
We would like to increase our
membership numbers and, as
you are already supporting us
through your membership, we
would ask you to promote membership to everyone you know.
Members do not have to live
locally but membership is a way
for everyone to show support
for our work.
If you are considering becoming
a member or are a member
already but haven’t completed a
standing order mandate, we
would be extremely grateful if
you would consider doing so as
it really helps to reduce our
administration costs.
A copy of the application form
and standing order mandate is
provided opposite

Becoming a volunteer!
There are various activities with
which we need help in addition
to the practical work in the
Gardens. These include helping
in the gazebo on open days,
taking minutes at meetings, researching the development of
the gardens, preparing governance documents and grant
applications, contacting supporting organisations and planning
and preparing for events, etc.
In 2013 we established a core
group of volunteers who meet
every fortnight on a Thursday
from 11.30 to 2.00pm including
having a picnic lunch. In 2014
we are starting another group on
Sunday afternoons. If you are
interested in joining a weekly,
fortnightly, or monthly rota
please contact:
Angela Lee on 0191 3865188

Sort Code

Account
Name

New Trustees required!
If you would like to take a more active role in steering the development of
the Gardens then why not consider becoming a trustee. We would encourage anyone who has ideas about how the future planning and use of the
garden should progress to get involved. If you are interested in attending
one of our monthly meetings to find out what being a trustee involves,
then please contact our Chairman, Chris Lee on 07966 504 597
Or visit our website: www.olddurhamgardens.co.uk
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